THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Twenty-sixcth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 27,2026
Ten O’clock in the Morning

Memorial Baptist Church
Buies Creek, North Carolina

Courage is armor a blind person wears;
The calloused scar of outlived despairs:
Courage is Fear that has said its payers.

~ Texas poet and teacher
Karle Wilson Baker, 1878-1960

GATHERING

PRELUDE God of Grace and God of Glory

Anne McClain, organ

arr. Donald Wagner

WELCOME and T INVOCATION Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
Ad. fr. The Book of Common Pravyer, p. 234.

Almighty and everlasting God, above all gods that distract and frighten us:

You are so often more ready to hear than we are to pray,

more willing to rescue us than we are to rely on you,

and more inclined to give than we are either to desire or to imagine.

Pour out upon us the abundance of your mercy,

forgive us those things of which our conscience is afraid,

strengthen us when resolve falters and hope fails,

and give us those good things which we are reluctant to expect or even ask for;
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

T HYMN OF PRAISE 56  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA

CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF GRACE Meredith Lanier Craddock,

Associate Pastor

RESPONSE OF PRAISE (unison) Mrs. Craddock

Now to the One who by the power at work within us

is able to accomplish in abundance far more than we can ask or even imagine,
to God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,

forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3: 20-21

PROCLAIMING

OLD TESTAMENT Mr. Beddingfield

and Mrs. Craddock

Exodus 14: 5-14, 19-31
Crossing the Red Sea.

RESPONSIVE READING Exodus 15: 1-2, 4-11, 13, 17-18 Mr. Beddingfield

The Song of Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
| will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea!
The Lord is my strength and my song; the Lord has become my salvation!
This is my God, whom | will praise; the God of my ancestors, whom | will exalt.

t Worshippers are invited to stand.

Pharaoh’s chariots and his army the Lord cast into the sea;
his hand-picked officers were sunk into the Red Sea.
The floods covered them; they sank in the depths like a stone.
Your right Hand, O Lord, glorious in power —
your right hand shattered the enemy;
in the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries.
You sent forth your fury, it consumed them like stubble.
At the blast of your breath the waters piled up, the floods stood in a heap,
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.
The enemy said, “I will pursue, | will overtake;
I will divide the spoil, my rage shall have its fill of them;
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”
You blew with your wind, the sea covered them;
they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders?
In your steadfast love you led the people whom you had redeemed,;
you guided them by your strength to your holy dwelling place.
You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own possession.
The Lord will reign forever and ever. Amen.

T SONG OF EXHORTATION 215 Majesty MAJESTY
Charlotte Riewestahl, Leader

* Following the Song of Exhortation, children from age 4 through 2nd grade may
meet Mrs. Meredith at the back of the sanctuary to leave for Kids’ Church.
Parents may pick up their children in the church library after the service.

SERMON Between a Rock and a Hard Place Mr. Beddingfield
(Fifth in a Lectionary series from the Book of Exodus.)
RESPONDING
ANTHEM The Lord Desires These Things Martin/Larson

In what does the Lord delight? What does the Lord desire?
In what will the Lord be pleased? What does the Lord require?
Though I lift my hands in prayer, though | sing my praise through tears,
if my soul is not contrite, my voice God does not hear.

I will not offer to the Lord that which costs me nothing.
A yearning soul, a grateful heart, these are the gifts | bring.
| will not offer to the Lord that which costs me nothing.
A life of humility and grace, the Lord requires these things.

In what does the Lord delight? What does the Lord desire?
In what will the Lord be pleased? What does the Lord require?
Though | offer up my gold, though | share all | possess,
if my heart does not have love, my gifts are meaningless.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Mr. Beddingfield

CALL TO GIVE and OFFERTORY
Lord of the Wind and the Sea
Mrs. McClain

Mr. Beddingfield
Lloyd Larson

SENDING

INVITATION TO FAITH AND DISCIPLESHIP Mr. Beddingfield

T HYMN OF SENDING FORTH 621 Lead On, O King Eternal LANCASHIRE

T LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY
Reception of New Members

Mr. Beddingfield

t BENEDICTION Mr. Beddingfield

In the Wilderness
Mrs. McClain

POSTLUDE

Lyndell Leatherman

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Members: Brenda Edwards, Jerry Wallace, Teresa Roberts, Joe Rockholt, Jim
Roberts, Melanie Joyner, Kay Hedgepeth, Marshall & Jeanie Kornegay, Charlie &
Jeanne Lewis, Trula Gray, Betty Wallace, Doris Eller

Family and Friends: Judy Fisher (St. Louis, friend of Ed Beddingfield); Skylar Barefoot
(nephew of Linda Lunney); Melody McGee (friend of Linda Lunney); David Hesselmeyer
(Buies Creek Firefighter); Scarlett Ann Scarborough (granddaughter of Rusty & Dayna
Scarborough); John Wiggins (friend of Joe Turlington); Carol Hoeg (sister of Susan
Cannady); International teachers & families

Emerald Health and Rehab Center (Lillington, NC): Pat Stiller

The Springs of Ballentine (Fuquay-Varina, NC): Linda Smith

Prayers of Comfort are extended to the family of Rick Hollings who died on
September 8, 2026. Dr. Hollings is a Campbell University Divinity School
graduate and a friend of Ed Beddingfield.

Deacons for September 2026: Charlotte Riewestahl and Scotty Scarborough
Deacons for October 2026: Anne McClain and Tom Spainhour

Ushers Today: Cherry DeVane, Chad Godwin, Derek Hogan and Jeff Pope
Ushers October 4: Mel Brierley, Lisa Lanier, Linda Lunney and Siu-Ki Wong

Kids’ Church Today: Meredith Craddock
No Kids’ Churelh October 4

Nursery Today: Carrie Royal
Nursery October 4: Charlotte Riewestahl




TODAY, September 27"

Sunday School

Friends Class: 9:00 a.m.

Sarah’s Open Door Class: 9:00 a.m.

Children: 9:00 a.m. (Library)

Youth: 9:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Kids’ Church: during worship (Library)

MONDAY, September 28"

Personnel Committee Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, September 30"

Children’s Choir: 5:30 p.m. (Choir Room)
MEMORIAL IN ACTION COMMITTEE FUNDRAISER DINNER: 5:45 p.m.

Menu: Ravioli (by Stephanie Shaffer), Salad and Brownies (by Jeff Mills)
(Funds will be will designated for Appalachian Backpacks.)

Elementary and Middle School Students: 6:30 p.m. (Mission Kids Class)
Youth Activity: 6:30 p.m. (Library)

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)

OCTOBER 2026

4

11

12

13

Sunday School

Friends Class: 9:00 a.m.

Sarah’s Open Door Class: 9:00 a.m.

Children: 9:00 a.m. (Library)

Youth: 9:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
No Kids’ Church

Children’s Choir: 5:30 p.m. (Choir Room)

Simple Supper - Pizza and Salad: 5:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Elementary and Middle School Students: 6:30 p.m. (Mission Kids Class)
Youth Activity: 6:30 p.m. (Library)

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)

Sunday School

Friends Class: 9:00 a.m.

Sarah’s Open Door Class: 9:00 a.m.

Children: 9:00 a.m. (Library)

Youth: 9:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Kids’ Church: during worship (Library)

Deacons’ Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

Buies Creek Big Band “Open Rehearsal” Event: 7:30 p.m.

Ways to Donate to MBC:
« Offering plates during the Offertory portion of our service.

o Mailing a check payable to: Memorial Baptist Church
P.O. Box 485
Buies Creek, NC 27506

e Our website at www.memorialbcnc.org by clicking the Donate tab.
¢ Scanning the QR Code shown here on your mobile device.

YOU'RE INVITED!

Did you know that the 18 piece BC (Buies Creek) Big Band
rehearses in our fellowship hall on Tuesday nights? The band
is made up of several Memorial Baptist members and friends,

and also includes players from all over Harnett County and the Triangle. The
band plays an exciting and eclectic mix of swing, rock, and soul music from the
1940s through the 2000s, and features vocalists as well as instrumentalists.

As our way of saying "THANK YOU" to the church family for the privilege
of rehearsing in our facility, the band invites you to a FREE
"Open Rehearsal" event on Tuesday night, October 13, at 7:30 p.m.

The program will feature music from Sinatra, Earth, Wind and Fire,
Glenn Miller, Motown, and more!

Because of space restrictions, seating is limited. Tickets are available in the
church office, or from David Johnson and Rick McDuffie.

We hope to see you at the "Open Rehearsal" event on October 13!

Zn

APPALACHIAN
CHRISTMAS

BACKPACKS

For September, we are collecting items still
needed to fill 56 backpacks:

*Pop-Top Canned Foods

(beans, vegetables, fruit, Vienna sausage)

*Candy

(no chocolate or peanut butter candy)

Place items in the plastic tote in the hallway.

CHURCH MISSION PROJECTS

e Harnett Food Pantry: collecting non-perishable foods
Needed for September - -

Canned Sweet Peas & Macaroni & Cheese
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome; designate as ‘Food Pantry.’

e Buddy Backpack: collecting sandwich crackers “nabs”
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome; designate as ‘Buddy Backpack.’

MEMORIAL

BAPTIST CHURCH

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 27, 2026

Memorial Baptist Church
271 Leslie Campbell Avenue/P.O. Box 485
Buies Creek, NC 27506
Telephone: 910-893-4162 Fax: 910-893-2167
Website: www.memorialbcnc.org

edb@memorialbcnc.org
Emails: meredith@memorialbcnc.org
ashley@memorialbcnc.org

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - 5pm
Other Staff: By Appointment

Memorial Baptist Church is an inviting, inclusive, Christ-centered community
of faith open to all persons who want to walk with us in following the way
of Jesus. If you mourn and need comfort; if you’re weary and need rest;
if you feel friendless and need friendship; if you need a Savior; if you need
love; if you need help; whoever you are and whatever your circumstances,
we open the door and in the name of Jesus bid you come.

The Rev. Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
Meredith Lanier Craddock, Associate Pastor
Dr. Phillip and Susan Morrow, Ministers of Music
Anne McClain, Organist
Ashley Nelson, Administrative Assistant
Xiomara Felix, Custodian



https://memorialbcnc.org/

