THE WORSHIP OF GOD
First Sunday of Advent
Hope

December 3, 2023
Ten O’clock in the Morning

Memorial Baptist Church
Buies Creek, North Carolina

On the sad and the lonely, the wretched and poor,
The voice of the Christ-child shall fall;
And to every blind wanderer open the door This, then, is the marvel of Christmas revealed,
Of a hope we had dared not to dream of before, When the silvery trumpets of Christmas have
With a sunshine and welcome for all. pealed,
That we all are the children of God.

The feet of the humblest may walk in the field
Where the feet of the Holiest trod;

~ “Christmas Carol” (ad.), by Phillips Brooks (1835-18930),
Episcopal clergyman and rector of Boston’s Trinity Church,
perhaps best know as author of “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Angels We Have Heard on High James Mansfield

Anne McClain, organ

GREETING and T CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
| Corinthians 1: 3-4, 7-9

Edward Beddingfield, Pastor

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ;
And also to you.
| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ:
For we have been enriched in him in every way,
in speech and knowledge of every kind,
so that we are not lacking in any spiritual gift
as we wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God will also strengthen you to the end,
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, by whom we have been called
into the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

t INVOCATION Mr. Beddingfield

Almighty God, merciful Savior, and indwelling Spirit: You are the Alpha and Omega,
the Beginning and the End, who created all things, who sustains all things, and who is
drawing all things to fulfillment in you. The coming of your Son was long-expected and
joyfully-awaited by your people. We ourselves have believed in his coming and have
experienced his living presence, and we, too, long for his return with hopeful
anticipation. In that Last Day, when Christ comes again to judge the living and the dead
and to call his people home, may we be found in him, blameless and watchful;

in his name we pray, Amen.

t GATHERING HYMN (see insert)  Hope of the World
stanzas1,2and 3

O PERFECT LOVE

WAITING

ADVENT SCRIPTURE Meredith Lanier Craddock, Associate Pastor
Isaiah 64:1-3, 8-9
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down . ..

Now consider that we are all your people.

CANDLE OF HOPE and NATIVITY FIGURE: The Angel Charlotte Riewestahl,

Conrad and Garrett

PROCLAIMING

GOSPEL Mark 13: 24-37 Joe Turlington, Deacon

But about that day no one knows, neither the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert;
for you do not know when the time will come.

t WORSHIP SONG 77  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL

SERMON High Hopes Mr. Beddingfield
RESPONDING
ANTHEM Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence arr. Sandra T. Ford

Dayna Scarborough, flute

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homeage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary. As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Brittany Montgomery, Ministry Intern

OFFERTORY arr. Kevin Keil

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table and Prayer of Consecration

The Commandment | Corinthians 1: 23-25
Do this in remembrance of me.

Mrs. Craddock
Mr. Beddingfield

The Bread and Cup | Corinthians 15: 19-20a, 22

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,
we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead . . .
for as in Adam all die, so also in Christ will all be made alive.

Mr. Beddingfield

Romans 8: 24b-25
Now hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what can be seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

| Corinthians 11: 26 Mrs. Craddock

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death till he comes again.

The Promise

T INVITATION and HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP 199

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending
stanzas1, 3 and 4

REGENT SQUARE

SENDING

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY Mr. Beddingfield

MISSION AND MINISTRY PLAN John Phelps, Moderator

Brandon Brown, Chair, Finance Committee

T BENEDICTION Mr. Beddingfield

POSTLUDE Gloria in Excelsis Deo Roger C. Wilson

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Members: Catherine King, Frances Lloyd, Burgess Marshbanks, Kathy Creed, Al
Upshaw, Carolyn Walker, Jeff Pope, Betty Wallace, Jimmy Jung, Pauline Calloway,
Linda Smith

Family and Friends: Joseph and Sarah Conner; Tonya Taylor (sister-in-law of Carrie
Royal); Madilyn Smith; Caroline Upshaw; Michael Warren (brother of Donna Haynes);
Aaron Bowers (brother of Charissa English); Jan Bloom (aunt of Becca Scarboro); Peggy
Giunta (grandmother of Heather Giunta)

Aldersgate senior living center (Charlotte, NC): Louise Taylor

Emerald Health and Rehab Center (Lillington, NC): Pat Stiller

Deacons for December 2023: Ron McLamb and Joe Turlington
Deacons for January 2024: Theresa Batten and Trinity Kelly

Ushers Today: Randall Johnson, Susan Johnson, Linda Lunney and
Siu-Ki Wong

Ushers Dec. 10: Brandon Brown, Bob Cisneros, Adam English and
Miles West

No Kids’ Churdh today
Kids’ Chureh Dec. 10: (need volunteer)

Nursery today: (need volunteer)
Nursery DPec. 10: (need volunteer)

VOLUNTLERS NEEDED

Teachers are still needed for Kids' Church and Nursery.
The sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board.
Your help is much needed and appreciated!




A‘a’if‘!‘f% “Advent is a season to linger in longing. This poses a challenge in our
%) tired, time-tabled culture. We are used to having what gratifies...”

% This is the beginning phrase from our Advent devotional booklet, which
"=~ begins TODAY. Please take a devotion book & spend a few moments
everyday praying, reading & reflecting. During this time of longing, as
ww We wait for our Savior’s birth, let’s spend some time waiting with God.

TODAY, December 3™
First Sunday of ddvent

Friends Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sarah’s Open Door Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Children - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Library)

Youth - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hall)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)

* No Kids’ Church

Chancel Choir Cantata Rehearsal: immediately following worship service

Buies Creek Christmas Parade: 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, December 5™
Christmas at Campbell: 7:00 p.m. (Hobson Performance Center)

WEDNESDAY, December 6"
Children’s Choir: 5:00 p.m. (Choir Room)
Simple Supper - Breakfast for Dinner: 5:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
Chrismon Tree Decorating: 6:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)
Everyone is invited to attend!
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)

DECEMBER 2023
10 dgeond dunday of ddvent

Friends Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sarah’s Open Door Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Children - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Library)

Youth - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)

Kids’ Church: during worship (Library)

Children’s Christmas Musical Dress Rehearsal:
immediately following worship service

Advent Dinners: 5:00 p.m.

“Good King Wenceslas” Children’s Christmas Musical: 7:00 p.m.

13 * No Children’s Choir
Simple Supper - Pizza & Salad: 5:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
Gingerbread House Decorating: 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
This event is for ALL ages! The church will provide the gingerbread
house. Please bring any of your favorite decorating candy to share.
Some candy, snacks & icing will be provided.

Financial Position for the Period 1/1/23 - 10/31/23

» Total support, 1/1/2023 - 10/31/2023 S 351,769
» Total expenditures S (326,451)
» Support exceeds Expenditures S 25,318
» Total 2023 Budget Proposal S 413,084
» Percent of year passed 83%

» Support needed to meet budget S 344,048
» Undesignated support received as of 10/31/2023 S 308,239
» Budget support shortfall as of 10/31/2023 S (35,809)
» Principal due on line of credit for church renovation S 69,487

CAPITAL DEBT CAMPAIGN

A generous donor has agreed to match any donations made
mn'“l“'""ﬁ‘!ﬁ! to our capital debt between Oct. 1 and Dec. 31 up to $20,000.

Thanks to the donor and to all of you for your faithful giving to MBC.

Goal $20,000.00
Gifts Received as of 11-26-23 $15,734.45

Missions Mailbox

MBC Mission Kids are hosting their annual Missions Mallbox.
through Sunday, December 24th.

Missions Mailbox is offered for you to be able to “mail” 3 Christmas card
to someone in our congregation. The mailbox is set up in the narthex.
The cost to “mail” a card is only 25¢ per card.

All the money raised will go to support a mission project.

CHURCH LIBRARY CLEANOUT
Please take time to look at the discarded books on the cart in the
Narthex. They are free to take. Books by authors such as Billy Graham,
Corrie ten Boom, Catherine Marshal & Charles Allen to name a few.

CHURCH MISSION PROJECTS

¢ Harnett Food Pantry: collecting non-perishable foods and egg cartons

Needed for November & December - - Peanut Butter
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome. Designate contribution as ‘Food Pantry.’

¢ Buddy Backpack: collecting “nab crackers”

[cheese with cheese or cheese with peanut butter]
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome. Designate contribution as ‘Buddy Backpack.’
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Memorial Baptist Church
271 Leslie Campbell Avenue/P.O. Box 485
Buies Creek, NC 27506
Telephone: 910-893-4162 Fax: 910-893-2167
Website: www.memorialbcnc.org

Emails: edb@memorialbcnc.org
meredith@memorialbcnc.org
ashley@memorialbcnc.org

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - 5pm
Other Staff: By Appointment

Memorial Baptist Church is an inviting, inclusive, Christ-centered community
of faith open to all persons who want to walk with us in following the way
of Jesus. If you mourn and need comfort; if you’re weary and need rest;
if you feel friendless and need friendship; if you need a Savior; if you need
love; if you need help; whoever you are and whatever your circumstances,
we open the door and in the name of Jesus bid you come.

The Rev. Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
Meredith Lanier Craddock, Associate Pastor
Dr. Phillip and Susan Morrow, Ministers of Music
Anne McClain, Organist
Brittany Montgomery, Ministry Intern
Mariamarta Conrad, Worship Assistant
Ashley Nelson, Administrative Assistant
Wayne Smith, Custodian




