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Voluntary sensitivity to the neighbor in love is the experience of true freedom.
~ Brian Maas, bishop, Nebraska Synod, Lutheran Church in America,
“Living by the Word,” Christian Century, January 5, 2021

The Christian is the perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. The Christian is the perfectly dutiful subject of all,
servant to all. ~ Martin Luther, On the Freedom of a Christian (tract), 1520

Freedom is choosing your own cage.
~ James Y. Greene (1933-2018), director of campus ministries (ret.),
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina

GATHERING

WELCOME and INVOCATION St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) Edward Beddingfield, Pastor

O God, the light of the minds that know you,
the life of the souls that love you,
and the strength of the wills that serve you:
Help us so to know you that we may truly love you,
and so to love you that we may truly serve you,
in whose service is perfect freedom.
Amen.

PRELUDE Holy, Holy, Holy arr. Douglas E. Wagner
Anne McClain, Organist
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PSALM OF PRAISE Psalm 1m1 Meredith Lanier, Associate Pastor,
and Phillip Morrow, Minister of Music

Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the midst of the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them, and full of honor and majesty.
The righteousness of the Lord endures forever.
Gracious and merciful is the Lord, gaining renown by wonderful deeds,
and providing food for those who stand in awe;
The Lord is ever mindful of his covenant with the people,
showing power before them and giving them the heritage of the nations.
The works of the Lord are faithful and just; the teachings of the Lord are trustworthy and true;
They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
The Lord sent redemption to the people, establishing a covenant with them forever.
Holy and awesome is the name of the Lord.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice it have a good understanding.
The praise of the Lord endures forever!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF GRACE Mr. Beddingfield

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Loliwe Zahara
Meghan Beddingfield, vocal and guitar

In Xhosa: Uloliwe wayidudula Sul’ ezonyembezi mntakwethu
Loliwe wayidudula Sul’ exonyembezi mntakwethu
Uloliwe wayidudula Sul’ ezon-yembezi mntakwethu
Nang’esiza Nang’esiza

Phezulu eNkosini
Kuhlal'ingewele zodwa
Uma-wu-funai, ukuya khon-a

Thundaza
In English: The train pushes forward Wipe those tears, loved one
The train pushes forward Wipe those tears, loved one
The train pushes forward Wipe those tears, loved one
Here it comes Here it comes

In the heavens with the Lord
Live the holy ones

If you want to go there

Pray

PROCLAIMING

GOSPEL Mark 1: 21-28 (NRSV) Ms. Lanier
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

EPISTLE | Corinthians 8: 1-13 Mr. Beddingfield
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
Take care that this liberty of yours does not become a stumbling block to the weak.

SERMON Freedom and Authority Mr. Beddingfield



RESPONDING

PIANO MEDITATION | Know Whom | Have Believed arr. Michael Cox
Dr. Morrow, piano

OFFERTORY INVITATION and LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY Ms. Lanier
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The Lord’s Prayer Ms. Lanier
SENDING
BENEDICTION ad. fr. John Claypool Mr. Beddingfield

Go now into God’s world as those who are called to be God’s people,
remembering as you go that by God'’s goodness you were born into this life,
by God'’s grace you have been kept to this very hour,

and by God'’s love, fully revealed in Jesus Christ, you are being redeemed,
now and forevermore. Amen.

POSTLUDE Ye Servants of God arr. Douglas E. Wagner
Mrs. McClain, organ
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PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Members: Alisha Das, Debbie Appel, Bob and Jeanne Barker, Mary Lou Ellen, Barrett Kesling, Ofelia Hoyle, Cade
Riggs, Earl Savage, Burgess Marshbanks, Doris Eller, Colon Jackson, Linda Smith, Pauline Calloway

Family and Friends: Rayden Bradley, Heather Livesay, Family of Billie Tripp, Linda Martin (former church member),
Colleague of Harriet Enzor, Neighbor of Linda Lunney, Angela Stephenson (friend of Theresa Batten), Griffo Family

Arbor Landing at Ocean Isle 6 { K | f: Pa? §tifeo

Oak Hill Assisted Living Center 6 ! v 3 Es$eNBloward and Frances McQuade

The MD Anderson Cancer Center 6 | 2 dza (i 2 y DavidtP8ide!l & 0

Windsor Point 6 C dzlj dzI é&: Elizhbith {fib) Byrd
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Prayers of Comfort are extended to the family of Linda Stewart in the death of her aunt, Betty Bennett, on Friday,
January 22nd.

Prayers of Comfort are also extended to the family of Chad Griffo in the death of his grandfather, Don Schindler, on
Monday, January 25th.

Prayers of Comfort are also extended to the family of Virginia (Ginnie) Adams in her death on Wednesday, January
27th.

Prayers of Comfort are also extended to the family of Sonya Godwin in the death of her aunt, Linda Smith, on
Thursday, January 28th.




The persistent generosity of Memorial Baptist Church is a great blessing.
Please remember your faithful giving during this difficult time.
Though we are unable to meet in person, the work of our church goes on,
as does our commitment to support our various partners in mission.

You may mail your tithes and offerings to the church
(t_h . 2 BuienCyepk, NC 27506), h wlick the éDonateé tab on the website,
h wse the QR code below, h Wbring them by the office between the hours
of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. If you don@want to come into the building,
call us at (910) 893-4162 and we will meet you at your car under the drive-thru.




