THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020

Memorial Baptist Church Buies Creek, North Carolina

From Thee all skill and science flow, all pity, care and love,

All calm and courage, faith and hope — Lord, pour them from above.

And give them, Lord, to each and all, as each and all have needs,

To heal the sick and lift us all to loving thoughts and deeds.

And hasten, Lord, that perfect day when pain and death shall cease,

And Thy just rule shall fill the earth with health and light and peace.
~ Charles Kingsley, 1819-1875 (alt.)

GATHERING
WELCOME TO WORSHIP Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
PRELUDE Phillip Morrow, Minister of Music
INVOCATION Meredith Lanier, Associate Pastor

Ad. fr. Roy Pearson, Dean, Andover Newton Theological Seminary,
Hear Our Prayer, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1961, p. 30

As we come before you in worship, O God,

save us from the worry which does no more than prove the smallness of our faith,
and from the apathy which tells the world that our eyes are closed,

our ears are stopped, and our consciences are asleep.

Let not our obsession with our own well-being become a curse in times of difficulty,
nor our fears become a stumbling block between us and those around us,

lest we doze by our fire while they shiver in the cold.

We are Christians, Lord; make us Christlike.

We are church members; make us disciples.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Be Thou My Vision arr. Katrina Burnette (trad. Irish melody)
Ms. Lanier, viola, and Dr. Morrow, piano
(You may sing along or follow the words silently.)

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me save that thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

High King of heaven, my victory won

May | reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION Mr. Beddingfield

LENTEN PSALM Psalm 23 (KJV) Mr. Beddingfield
(You may read along with the leader, aloud or silently.)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters; He restoreth my soul.

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

And | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

PROCLAIMING
GOSPEL lohng:1-41 Ms. Lanier and Mr. Beddingfield
The man born blind.
SERMON In Times of Darkness Mr. Beddingfield
RESPONDING
HYMN OF RESPONSE Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone arr. Chris Tomlin

A Wing and a Prayer: Charissa English, vocals; Cassidy English, drums;
Bob Cisneros, bass; Steve DeVane, keyboard; and
Glenn Jonas and Mr. Beddingfield, guitars

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me
| once was lost but now am found, was blind but now | see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear the hour [ first believed.

Refrain:
My chains are gone, IQe been set free; my God, my Savior, has ransomed me
And like a flood his mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace.

Through many dangers, toils and snares | have already come
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Refrain

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine
But God, who called me here below, will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine.

OFFERTORY MINUTE
The persistent generosity of Memorial Baptist Church is a great blessing.
Please remember your faithful giving during this difficult time.
Though we are unable to meet in person, the work of our church goes on,
as does our commitment to support our various partners in mission.

You may mail your tithes and offerings to the church office, click the GDonate€ tab

on the website, use the QR code on a previous bulletin, or bring them by the office
(as of today, we are all here). If you don@want to come into the building,

call us at (910) 893-4162 and we will meet you in your car under the drive-thru.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The Lord’s Prayer Mr. Beddingfield
(At The LordQ Prayer you may pray along with the leader, aloud or silently.)

SENDING

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY

BENEDICTION Ad. fr. John Claypool Mr. Beddingfield
(You may read along with the pastor, aloud or silently.)

Go now into God’s world as those who are called to be God’s people,
remembering as you go that by God’s goodness you were born into this life,
by God’s grace you have been kept to this very hour,

and by God'’s love, fully revealed in Jesus Christ, you are being redeemed,
now and forevermore. Amen.

POSTLUDE Dr. Morrow

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Members: Cade and Alexia Riggs, Richy Castellanos, Delores Bryan, Colon Jackson, Becky Smith, David Whiteman,
David Price, Joyce Pulliam, Ginnie Adams, Linda Smith, Pauline Calloway

Family and Friends: Family of Mary Della Norris Pleasant, Family of Frances Honeycutt, Family of Martha Barbour,
Dr. Melody Maxwell (family friend of Alexia Riggs), Mac Whatley (brother of Jac Whatley), Christopher Hoyle (son of Ofelia
Hoyle), Kathy Weeks (sister-in-law of Beverley Howard), Del DeVries (extended family of Kathy and Jac Whatley), Landon
Peregory (student of Cherry DeVane and friend of Ashley Nelson)

Oak Hill Assisted Living Center 6 ! v 3 AilSBydd, Ester Howard, Frances McQuade

Prayers of Comfort are extended to the family of Alexia Riggs in the death of her uncle, David Carr.
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